
Principal’s Report 

 

Great to be back at School and thanks for all your kind wishes while I 

was in hospital. It was wonderful to see our team of great teachers all 

help out while I was out of action. 

The Colour Run was great fun last week and was a great community 

event. It was a unique event in that it was so successful in the money 

that was raised  but also in the engagement  and fun that all the     

students had on the day. 

Teachers have finished writing reports and executive teachers  are 

reading and checking each report. Reports will be handed out early in 

week 10 (last week of term). 

Please contact your child’s teacher or myself if you are intending   

moving from our school or you would like to discuss issues with your 

child in 2018 because teachers are working on class groups  in the 

next 2 weeks.  

The next 2 weeks are extremely busy at school with many events  and 

things to remember. There are dates in the newsletter you can put on 

your calendar and reminders will come through School Stream. 

Our Year 5 students  were very excited to meet their new                 

kindergarten buddies  today. It was great to see our older students 

taking care of their buddies and reading with them during our last 

transition  date. We really look forward to seeing them here next 

year. 

 

Kind regards 

Michelle Fahey 

 

Calendar of Events 

December 

Fri 1st - Assembly & Spelling Bee 

Fri 8th - Infants Presentation 12pm 

Mon 11th - Primary Presentation night 7pm 

Wed 13th - Yrs 5/6 iPlay Excursion 

Fri 15th - Year 6 Farewell 

 

January 2018 

Mon 29th - Staff Development Day 

Mon 29th - Uniform shop open 9-12am 

Tue 30th - Yr 1-6 Students return 

Tue 30th - Best Start Testing for Kindergarten 

Wed 31st - Best Start Testing for Kindergarten 

 

February 2018 

Thu 1st - Kindergartens first day 

Wed 7th - Swimming Carnival 

 

 

 

Contact Details: 

Mrs Michelle Fahey, Principal 

Yass Public School 

Laidlaw St, YASS  NSW  2582 

Ph: 6226 1017 

E: yass-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

W: www.yass-p.school.nsw.edu.au  

Office Hours:  8.30am to 3.30pm 

Uniform Shop is open each Friday  

afternoon: 2.45pm-3.30pm 
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Transition Day 

On Wednesday 13th December we will be holding a transition day here at YPS. We have decided that it might 

be a positive experience for students to get to try out  the next year level before the summer holidays. So 

each grade will move up for the day. Children will learn which teachers are teaching which stage and the 

routines they will have in their  class and stage. We hope this will ease the anxiety about what will happen in 

the new year. Students won’t know which teacher they will have but they will know what group of teachers 

they may have. Students will also get an idea of what they will need in  terms of school supplies 

 

Staffing for 2018 

Our staffing for 2018 has been organised and will be as below, pending any unforeseen changes. 

Year 5/6 - Ms Bird, Mrs Sharp and Mrs Stuart 

Year 3/4 - Mr Beresford, Mrs Phillips and Mrs Hickey 

Year 1/2 - Miss Piper, Mrs Vaughan and Mrs Barlow 

K & K/1 - Mrs Belling, Miss Pearsall and Mr Rae 

Classes have not been finalised yet but students have been asked about friendships and that information will 

help us formulate class groups. Mr Rae, Mrs Hickey and Mrs Stuart will be our  Assistant Principals. 

For 2018 we wish Mrs Barton well down the coast, Mrs Cooke well in her Canberra school and Mrs Stacey well 

in sunny Brisbane. Mrs McMahon is not sure of her plans at this stage but we hope she will be a regular here 

next year.  

Premier’s Sporting Challenge 
 
This year Yass Public again participated in the Premiers Sporting Challenge. This is growing across the state 
each year and, as stated by the Premier, reached a record high this year with over 380 000 students across the 
state participating.  
Our School was awarded a Diamond Level School (the highest possible result). Thank you to all the students 
that participated. You are amazing.  
Students also received an award that went home this week. Congratulations to all that participated. 
 
Beth Bird 

 



 
Book Week Parade 

On Friday 3rd November YPS students and teachers dressed up to celebrate book week with the entire Yass 

Community. It was great to see everyone dressed up including lots of  parents. It was a wonderful morning 

with reading in the park, activites, a visit to our town library and a wonderful workshop with famous Authors. 

We then walked down the main street stopping traffic to parade  our great costumes. A huge thanks to all our 

parents that helped and got involved and also Mrs Bradley for all her organisation and Mrs Sharp for her school 

organisation. It was a fabulous experience again this year. 



Regional Performing Ensemble 

Recently Yass Public School was lucky to be treated by a visit from the Regional Performing Ensemble. The 

group of 45 students last visited our school 4 years ago and this performance lived up to the expectations set 

then. With singers, dancers, a stage band and multiple costume changes the troupe wowed the audience with 

their engaging show. Playing music from different genres and times, the ensemble had students dancing in 

their seats and even featured an ex-Yass Public School graduate. The entertainers displayed great 

showmanship and went out of their way to involve the audience – even serenading a very embarrassed Mrs 

Barlow! Hopefully we will see them back in a few more years.  



Colour Run 

Wow what a terrific day we had last Monday, every child enjoyed the colour run whether it was running or 

helping out. We met last night at a P&C meeting and discussed our Colour Run Fundraiser. We had 100% 

participation of students, 50% of all students got some sponsorship towards the event, the top 10 students 

raised over $300 each and the top person raised  $590. Overall we have raised $14,200.00 before costs have 

been taken out. We wanted to thank all our parents for helping on the day and assisting students organise 

sponsors. It was a great way to raise money  from beyond  our immediate families. A big thanks to Belinda 

Banfield and her team of P&C who  drove the event with their enthusiasm and vision. The Yass Tribune did a 

great article last week on the Colour Run and there were some great pictures. Please check it out. 

Wee Jasper 

Wee Jasper students will be joining us next week to join our classes while they attend intensive swimming 

lessons. We also thank them for their fundraising efforts for our Colour Run. 



Beach to Bush Visit – Thursday 23rd November 2017 

On Thursday the 23rd of November, the NSW Surf Lifesavers came to our school to teach us how to be safe on 

the beach. They taught us the dangers that are on the beach and in the water. They explained where the 

safest place is to swim, how to spot rip currents and other dangers. We got good tips on how to read the 

warning signs to alert us of the dangers around the beach- warn us of sharks, jellyfish, currents, rough surf and 

shallow water. They said the safest place to swim and have fun in the water is between the yellow and red 

flags, the location of the flags depend on were the rip currents are or any other dangers. They also told us how 

to be safe from the sun- wear sunscreen and wear a hat. Everybody had a good time getting great tips and 

knowledge on how to be safe from the beach to the bush; we also got to wear zinc that they gave us during 

the presentation. 

Jake and Charles 5/6H (with the help of Mrs Stacey) 

High School  Transition 
 
We have had an exciting 2 weeks. The year 6 students have been up the high school and engaged in 2 lessons 
based upon their transition text, The Arrival. 
Students were excited to experience and simply be at the high school. Many saying “I’m really excited Ms 
Bird.” 
While at the high school, students got the chance to mingle with other students who will be attending Yass 
High next year. Students from Berinba, Mt Carmel, Bowning, Sutton and Dalton. They are going to be the 
largest year 7 cohort in some years.  
Coming up on the transition calendar 
Friday 1st December – Stage 3 will attend the Year 9 Fete 
Tuesday 5th December – Year 6 WHOLE DAY orientation. Students are to go straight to the High School and 
will leave from there in the afternoon. 
Wednesday 13th December – Stage 3 iPlay excursion 
Friday 15th December – Year 6 Graduation Assembly and farewell. With the traditional “Ringing of the Bell” 
We are full steam ahead and I believe our year 6 students are ready to conquer the challenge. 
Beth Bird 
Transition Co-ordinator 



Kindergarten Transition 

Our 2018 kindy’s have visited us for the last two weeks and what a fantastic time we have had! The children 

were excited to come back to our school and have enjoyed meeting their new teachers. On Wednesday the 

students were introduced to their buddy for 2018 and were able to read, colour and sing songs with them and 

form a nice friendship. The children used our canteen facilities and even watched a performance from KM and 

KB in the hall. We are so lucky to have a great kinder transition program at our school and we can’t wait to meet 

these guys again in 2018!! 

Library News 
2017 has been a great year in the Library. We had a very successful Book Fair, lots of new books hitting our 
shelves, our awesome Book Week Street Parade and a growth in enthusiasm over writing like an author! This 
week was the last week of borrowing.  For the next two weeks, I would appreciate it if students who have 
books at home return them to the Library.  Notices will be sent home so you are aware of books that could be 
hiding in your house. 
Keep reading over the holidays. There are a few great books that have just been released. 
Thanks, 
Mrs Sharp. 
 
Swimming 
On Monday the 27th of November, students from year 2-6 commenced the School Swimming and Water 
Safety Program. This is a government-funded program for children who cannot confidently swim 25 metres in 
deep water. Throughout the next two weeks, the students will participate in a 45 minute lesson each day 
where they will learn swimming skills,  water safety and have fun around water. 



The Schools Spectacular 2017 
Last week 16 students, two parents and 2 teachers attended The Schools Spectacular in Sydney at Qudos 
Arena. We stayed close by at the Olympic Park Lodge and were transported in a mini bus by Mrs McHugh to 
save our legs.  We spent all day Wednesday and Thursday practicing ready for the performances on Friday and 
Saturday. While the days were very long and involved a lot of energy, it was great to see how enthusiastic 
students were to perform for their audience. Students commented on how amazing the talent was of the 
dancers and the featured artists. The choir looked and sounded wonderful and it was great to see students 
being so dedicated to the performances. It was also valuable for our students to be able to meet new friends 
from other schools who were interested in the same things. During the short down times we were lucky 
enough to find a park with water play equipment and had fun cooling off there. I am very thankful to Mrs 
Waterhouse, Mrs Banfield and Mrs McHugh who volunteered their time to make our trip easier and more 
enjoyable. I hope this is an experience that will stay in the memories of students forever as something they 
were proud to be involved in.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School Spectacular Excursion 
Early last Friday morning saw a very excited bus load of Yass Public students and a small amount of parents and 
grandparents, set off to Sydney to watch the School Spectacular. The day ran very smoothly with perfect 
weather and an enjoyable morning tea stop at Berrima. We arrived at Qudos Arena at about 10.30am and 
navigated all of the queues and multitude of other schools to be seated in our spots with a couple of minutes 
to spare. 
The show lived up to its name and was absolutely spectacular with a dazzling range of music and dance genres 
on display, exciting light show effects and many popular culture references to movie and music characters that 
our students were keen to recognise. It was lovely for our students to catch up with their peers who were 
performing in the choral ensemble during the intermission break. 
We had a McDonalds stop at Sutton Forest for dinner which made a lovely end for our wonderful day. A big 
thank you to our bus driver Ben who was fabulous and also our adult helpers and select high school students 
who also shared our day. 
 
Ms Marple 



RSPCA Donation 
 
Congratulations to Yass Public School for 
digging deep and donating a grand total of 
$203.85 to the RSPCA. The coordinators from 
year 3 were Harper Cross, Lily Randerson and 
Eriu Ford, who did a great job in gathering the 
money and inspiring the donations.  
 
Well done girls.  

 
2017 Great Yass Spelling Bee 
 
Friday the 1st of December we will be holding our 3rd Annual Great Yass Spelling Bee. I would like to thank 
our sponsors Edlins of Yass for their continued support. Our word master – Eddy Cummings will be there 
along with our hosts  Albie and Floyd. Mrs Fahey and Mrs Hickey are our sideline judges. The Spelling Bee 
will be livestreamed on The Yass Tribune Facebook page so please log on to watch if you can’t be there. 
Congratulations to the following top spellers- you are all winners. 
Max Randerson, Gabby Penfold, Rose Ryan, Nicholas Banfield, Ethan Doherty, Grace Green, Inika Sainsbury, 
Matthew Dyball, Maddie Miller, Blake Howlett, Sage Molchanoff, Bethany Irwin, Olivia Carneil, Carlie 
Conner, Hayden McHugh, Harper Cross, Matilda Monaghan, Mia Shepherd, Poppy Fuller, Louis Cathles, 
Toby Smith, Lachlan Penfold, Owen Hughes, Daniel Martin, Robbie Jephcott, Jock Keith, Miriam Glassford, 
Jasper Pothan, Caleb Starr, Nimue Ford, James Godding, Caydence Sattler, Arielle Robinson, Tristan Penfold, 
Hayden Smith, Eve Williams  
 
Mrs Barton-organiser 
 
 
You laugh You Lose 
 
Our Final PBL competition, You Laugh You Lose will be held at the end of assembly tomorrow. Come along 
and enjoy watching our very funny comedians try and make each other laugh. Competitors are not allowed 
to laugh, smiling is ok. If you laugh…. You lose a point. There will be great prizes on offer. Come along to 
watch but be prepared to laugh yourself silly. 
This weeks comedians are: 
Jasper K and Sage   Tony and Logan 
Seth and Zalen    Leilani and Caillen 
Summer and Matilda C   Nimue and Hayley  
Robbie and Charles 
 
Donna Barton - coordinator 



 



 



 







 




