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          Term 4 
 
11 December - Class Awards 
Presentation 
16 December- Yr 6 Graduation 
29 January- Yr 1 to Yr 6 First 
day of school 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Principals Report 

 

As the end of the year is coming at us with a rush we are trying to plan to 

fit all of our end of year functions in, have a bit of fun with our students but 

also get our students reports done and catch up with our families. I have 

outlines in the newsletter how we will be hosting our end of year events 

and if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to ring the school. I will 

also send a more detailed not home in the next week.  

We really enjoyed our last Kinderstart transition day this past week with 

our year 5 students being introduced to their new kinder buddies.  It was 

love to meet our new parents and reconnect with our existing families. Our 

2021 kindergarten students seemed to love the 3 days and many even had 

they YPS uniform on last Thursday, which was great to see.  We look 

forward to seeing them for their Best Start appointments on Friday,29 

January, Monday  1st February and Tuesday  2nd February and then their 

first full day on Wednesday 3rd  February 2021. 

There is no doubt that 2020 has been a difficult year, presenting us with 

more challenges than we ever thought we could deal with.  The silver lining 

is that have had to adapt to continual change and we survived, we have 

looked for ways to find joy in staying at home and we survived that too.  

We as teachers have realised how hard it is to teach our students while 

they are home and how much we missed them but we all survived that 

too. I know everyone is looking forward to a summer break from school 

routines and looking to catch up with friends and family.  I want to thank 

all our YPS families for their support this year and making us feel very 

appreciated.  One more newsletter to go. 

 

Kind regards, 

Michelle Fahey 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Mrs Michelle Fahey, Principal 

Yass Public School 

Laidlaw St, YASS  NSW  2582 

Ph:  6226 1017 

E:     yass-

p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

W:   yass-p.school.nsw.edu.au  



 Principals Awards 

 

Yashvi Khurana 

Yashvi consistently displays our school values and she is always polite and considerate of 

others.  She has shown a mature approach to learning both at school & home.  She always 

tries her best and is a hard worker.  Yashvi is a role model for her peers and a pleasure to 

have at our school. 

Harry Stuart 

Harry is always responsible, respectful and fully participates in YPS life.  He is kind towards 

his peers and is fair towards others.  Harry is a clever original and humorous writer.  He can 

competently discuss text in guided reading activities. 

 

Phoebe Stuart 

Phoebe has developed great work habits as she diligently completes all her work.  She can 

separate work and social time, she listens attentively, is extremely respectful and faces 

challenges with quite courage.  Phoebe is a kind student who is considerate to all others. 

 

 

 

 



 Writers Awards 

 

Harper Williams 

 

Harper has been writing more complex sentences independently using punctuation 

correctly.  She can verbalise her sentence before writing it and even looks over the 

finished writing to edit and correct.  She should be congratulated on her writing 

achievements. 

 

Violet Cook 

 

Violet has been writing more complex sentences independently using punctuation 

correctly.  She can verbalise her sentence before writing it and even looks over her 

finished writing to edit and correct. She should be very proud of her attitude toward her 

writing. 

 



Step up day 

On Tuesday our year 6 students will be heading up to high school for their full day of transition                

activities. The rest of our school will be also doing some transition for ourselves. We are doing step up day 

here at school. All students will move up to the next year level for the day. They will probably move class-

rooms and try a different teacher for the day. This will give students an idea of what their new stage will 

be like, what teachers will be teaching in their stage and some idea of the routines for the next year. The 

classes are not necessarily the ones that will be organised for the next year but as in years past we are 

hoping that it helps to alleviate some of the anxiety around new classes for our students. 

 

End of year celebrations plans  

 

The end of year functions for Yass Public School will look different this year. We have been working   

together as a school to come up with a plan of how to best celebrate the achievements of our students 

while also adhering to COVID guidelines. We will be holding an in-school class presentation day on the 

11th December.  This will involve only one class at a time in the hall to receive their class awards and 

public speaking awards.  We will not have any parents onsite and the event will be filmed and put up on 

our Facebook page at the end of the day. This will enable friends and grandparents to view the classes 

they are interested in. It will also help those parents who are at work and unable to log in in virtual time 

therefore they can watch it with their child at their leisure. 

Year 6 Graduation ceremony will be held on Wednesday 16th December (last day of school). This will 

involve year 5 and 6 students in the assembly and 2 parents from each year 6 student as audience. We 

will have perpetual school awards and graduation certificates presented at this assembly followed by 

the bell ringing ceremony. We are hoping to hold an event that is memorable for our students but also 

follows the guidelines of COVID restrictions. 

 

 

A note will be going home today, Monday 30th November, about an opportunity for students to           

participate in a dance program coordinated by Footsteps Dance Academy. The program will run every 

Friday for 9 weeks during sport time in our school multipurpose hall. The first dance lesson is scheduled 

to be     delivered on Friday 5th February 2021. Participation in the dance program is optional and will be 

at a cost of $27.00 per student for the entire program. Due to the program being optional, attendance 

numbers are limited and only the first 30 students per stage group to return their permission note and 

money to the front office will be able to attend. 

Dance Program, Term 1 



 

 

Yass Public School will be hosting a Talk-and-Walk-a-Thon on Thursday, 3 December 2020, in support of 

Mental Health Month. 

It’s important that our students feel safe, connected and supported at school and within the wider 

community. The Talk-and-Walk-a-Thon has been designed to strengthen this feeling of connection and 

sense of belonging, allowing students to get to know other students at school.  

Students will be invited to stretch their legs and talk about topics ranging from their favourite music, 

food, movies, sports and more. These topics will encourage peer engagement, help strengthen bonds 

and allow students to feel connected with other students in our school.  

The Talk-and-Walk-a-Thon will take place after lunch and the students will walk on the path around the 

river with their reading buddies and supervising teachers. 

We look forward to sharing photos of this event in our next newsletter!  

Thank You 

I would like to say a big THANK YOU to Yass Public school and the Yass community for hosting me over 
the last month! This is my last week of my practicum and I will be very sad to go. Thanks to the        
wonderful staff and students at Yass Public School for making my experience exceptional. I have       
enjoyed every moment of teaching and learning about the community over the past few weeks. Thank 
you especially to Mrs Barlow and 5/6B for making me feel welcome and helping me on my journey to 
becoming a teacher. I know that this experience will be one I look back on over my career. 

Best wishes for the future! 

Miss Thompson 



Athletics - 2020 Style 

I am pleased to announce that every stage has now completed their athletics rotations and activities 

for another year. All the children have enjoyed getting out and having a go at these sports. 

Today, we were able to announce the overall Age Champions for 2020. Throughout the week, we will 

be awarding the ribbons for individual events. 

Thanks to all the children and staff for being so patient and supportive of the changes that had to be 

made to routines to allow these sports to take place. 

Thank you to all the parents and families for supporting your children and understanding that this 

was a strange year. 

 

Age Champions for 2020. Congratulations. 

Junior Champion - Rachael Barlow and Oliver Hodge 

Junior Runner Up – Savanna Bywater and Ethan Doherty and Archie Martin 

 

11yr Champion – Thea Constance and Tray Souter 

11yr Runner Up – Nella Zlatar and Hayden McHugh 

 

Senior Champion – Eloise Smith and Jed Glover 

Senior Runner Up – Emma Barlow and Lachlan Penfold 



 Year 6 Orientation 

 

Tomorrow, Tuesday 1st December, Year 6 students who will be attending Yass High School in 2021 will 

be attending orientation. All Year 7 students for next year will gather together for the first time and 

have an exciting day, learning what it will be like to attend Yass High School. Parents are required to 

drop their child to Yass High School by 9am and collect them at 3.25pm. Alternatively, they can catch 

their normal bus to and from the high school. We hope this day is a great chance to learn more about 

your new school and meet some wonderful teachers and students. Yass High School have advised us 

they are providing a free sausage sandwich for lunch, so students just needs to bring recess and a wa-

ter bottle.  

 

 



Seeds in Space Update 

The scheduled launch of our wattle seeds to the International Space Station is now scheduled for   
December 5th in the United States. That means that if you are really keen to watch it live, you will 
have to be up at around 3am on Sunday December 6th Australian time.  Have a look at https://fb.me/
e/g7URj2Zg0 for more details or Google CRS-21 launch schedule.  The launch will also be recorded 
and available to watch on YouTube. 
In anticipation of the event, 3/4P has been learning about the International Space Station and the 

Falcon 9 rocket being used to transport our seeds.  

Robyn Phillips 

 

Did you know that the Falcon 9 rocket shoots up into space and then the Dragon capsule 

comes off and keeps going to the ISS? So what happens to the rest of the Falcon 9? It comes 

back down to Earth and can be re-used and fixed. No other rocket can do that, they would 

normally just go into the water. By the way, the Falcon 9 holds cargo and people. Now that’s 

cool! 

Millie Dunn 

 

The International Space Station has been inhabited for twenty years and it has a robot called 

R2.   Because of the zero gravity, your muscles can’t strengthen so you need to be strapped 

down to an exercise machine and exercise for two hours a day. The ISS is orbiting around the 

world at a shocking 28 000 km an hour. Did you know that the ISS has a robot arm? No? 

Well it does.  

Nick Banfield 

 

The ISS stands for International Space Station. Did you know that there are five bedrooms in 

the ISS? There are two bathrooms and one kitchen. They do Science experiments up there. 

They are sending seeds into space.  

Savannah Bradford 

https://fb.me/e/g7URj2Zg0
https://fb.me/e/g7URj2Zg0


More Photos from Pink Day! 

 



 

Persuasive Writing 

 

This term 1/2A have started learning  how to write a persuasive text. First on their agenda, persuade 
Mrs. Fahey to change the name of 1/2A to their favourite colour.  

 

 

English Extravaganza 

 

Unfortunately, due to Covid and the restrictions we have about gathering as a whole school, this year’s 

Spelling Bee will not take place. We have, however, organised a fun replacement. This Thursday        

students will gather in small cross-stage groups to participate in a trivia competition based around all 

things English taught across the school throughout the year.  Miss Piper and Mrs Barlow will use Zoom 

from the hall to reach all classrooms, and will ask rounds of questions related to different aspects of 

English. Answer sheets will be run back to the hall for marking and prizes are on offer for the winning 

team. Fingers crossed technology doesn’t fail us on the day!! 



5/6P Class Rewards 

Last week many members of 5/6P received their ‘Red Band’ for showing great behaviour and         

displaying our school values.  

Well done to all those students, you are fantastic to teach! 

Mr Beresford 

 

Yass High School Science Visit 

On Friday November 20th, Stage Two were invited to the Yass High School’s new STEM building. Our 

students were able to walk through the new building and see the Science projects that were created as 

part of the interschool Science Fair.  This included Stage Two’s friction investigations, Stage Three’s 

posters and various projects from the high school. It was fantastic to see the product of everyone’s 

hard work. Katrina Flynn from Yass High was very impressed with the high standard and excellent 

presentation of our students work. Well done to everyone involved.  



Maths is fun in Stage 1! 

Students in Mrs Cathles’ and Mrs Barber’s Stage 1 Maths class have been busy revising grouping 

strategies in order to further develop division skill. We use lots of hands on activities, partner work 

and group work to help consolidate important concepts. Our room is always full of busy activity and 

lots of talking to encourage students to build on their range of strategies.  

 

 

 

 

 

Each day we begin our lessons with a number talk. This is where a problem is presented to the     

students and they practise mental computation. We discuss our strategies as a class and decide on 

the quickest and most efficient way to solve the question. We also do a ‘number of the day’ where 

students brainstorm everything they know about a number. This helps to consolidate concepts of 

place value and the four operations. We have been constantly amazed at their responses! 

Mrs Cathles and Mrs Barber 



 Three Billy Goats Gruff bridge building 

KB and KM joined forces, put on their inventor hats and build bridges as part of our Science program linked 

to The Three Billy Goats Gruff. Because we have been exploring materials, and the different materials that 

things are build from, the brief the students were given was to make a bridge that a toy animal could cross.  

With a mountain of paddlepop sticks, match sticks and an enormous amount of stickytape, the students 

made wonderful creations.  At the end we discussed why bridges need to be strong and elevated.  Here are 

some of the bridges. 

 
 



Primary Gymnastics 

Last week was the last lesson of our gymnastics program, taught by Michelle Vitler from Yass    

Gymnastics. The session focussed on acrobatics and students performed moves both with partners 

and the class. They created human bridges and finished on a ‘high’ by creating a human pyramid! 



Kindy Buddy Program 

Each year Yass Public School implements a “Buddy” system to help new Kindergarten students transi-

tion into ‘Big School’. The process starts at the final Kindergarten orientation day when our current 

Year 5 students meet their buddies in preparation for the following year. The role of the buddy is to 

help explain processes, rules and expectations, and be a friendly face at school who can alleviate any 

concerns that the new kindies might have. Last week the current Year 5 students met their buddies, 

spending the morning session and recess playing with them and guiding them.  The older students 

were thrilled about their new role, as you can see from their comments below: 

“Meeting my buddy would have been one of my favourite days this year. She was super happy and so 

was I. I can’t wait until next year to actually be a buddy.”  – Lani Redmond 

“I am looking forward to helping my buddy find friends that aren’t his brother and me.” – Xander Vea. 

“I love how we teach them where everything is and the school rules. I also love how cute they are. 

Can’t wait till next year to see them at school!” – Dallas Williams 

“My buddy didn’t stop running and wouldn’t go anywhere without me. In the first five seconds I didn’t 

even say anything and he hugged my legs.” – Blake Howlett 

“I love having a buddy and I can’t wait to see her next year.” – Frankie Gillespie 

“It’s a very special relationship and I am excited to show my buddy in the ‘ins and outs’ of Yass Public 

School.” – Caillen Faulkner 

“I liked how my buddy wanted to play with me and have fun.” – Audrey Monaghan 

“I love the buddy program. I feel responsible and it’s fun to play with the buddies.” – Angus Bantock 

“Meeting the buddies and doing things with them was really fun. I loved it.” – Bella Williams 

 



 

 



 

Kindergarten Orientation 

Last Thursday we held our last Kindergarten orientation for our new 2021 Kindergarten 

students. The Kindies met their buddies, played games outside, had our recess       

outside, played on the playground equipment and came back inside for a story 

about: Where does all the Poo go?  I don’t think I will eat soft chocolate ice-cream 

again! Thank you again for all the parents for your patience while following all the 

COVID restrictions.   

The first few days of school next year will consist of Best Start testing for all our new 

Kindies.  Mrs Curtis will have appointment times for you for Friday 29th January,      

Monday 1st February and Tuesday 2nd February 2021.  The first official school day for 

the new Kindies is Wednesday 3rd February 2021. Parents receive a letter via email or 

in the mail outlining Best Start information, appointment times and stationary packs 

you may purchase. If you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to call us.  Mrs 

Manderson, Mrs Belling and Mrs Brown cannot wait to see you all next year to start 

your school journey.  



 

 

PBL in 3/4P 

 

 



 

PBL in 1/2B 

 

Library News 

 

As the holidays fast approach students have been asked to return any books they have borrowed to the 

school library. As of week 8 students will not be borrowing books from the library but are still welcome 

to come in at lunch times to read Monday-Thursdays. 

Overdue books notices will be sent home later this week that includes the book title and the cost of 

replacing the book. If you have lost a book please pay for its replacement indicated on the overdue no-

tice by handing the money with the overdue notice to the office staff in a clearly marked envelope. 

Once payment is received, a replacement book will be purchased and the overdue book will be erased 

from the students account. 

Happy reading YPS! 

Mrs Hopley and Mrs Smith - Librarians 



Indigenous Reading Project Book Swap Week 

 

YPS hosted their first ever book swap last week (week seven). Students and staff had the opportunity 

to purchase donated books for a gold or silver coin. We had an amazing selection of books to choose 

from – thank you so much to our YPS school community who were so generous in contributing their 

unwanted books. Thanks to our school family effort, we raised over a whopping $430!!! 

A very big thank you to my stage three Indigenous Mentoring group girl helpers and my roll call and 

maths class helpers. They kindly assisted me through many recesses and lunchtimes being              

shopkeepers and helping me in all of the details of holding such an event. 

 

Kind regards, 

Ms. Marple 

Aboriginal Education Coordinator 







 

This term, School Banking day will be on Wednesdays. Please make sure your child brings their book to 

school on this day. It will then be returned to your child on Thursday.  

Please note that during COVID-19, the Dollarmites Tokens will not be issued. However, the Tokens are be-

ing kept up to date in the Banking system so when a reward is due you will be notified.  

Happy banking everyone!  

 

 



 
 

Canteen News 

 

New Menu for Term 4  


