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                Term 4 
 
 
Tuesday 14th December 
 
NAIDOC Celebrations 
 
Wednesday 15th December 
 
Infants Picnic Day 
 
 
Thursday 16th December 
 
Year 6 Graduation Day 
 
Last  Day of School! 
 
 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Mrs Michelle Fahey, Principal 

Yass Public School 

Laidlaw St, YASS  NSW  2582 

Ph:  6226 1017 

E:     yass-

p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

Yass Public acknowledges that our 
school stands on Ngunnawal Country and we pay our respects to the    traditional custodians of this beauti-

Principal’s Report 

As this is the last school newsletter for 2021, I would 
really like to thank you for another great year. We have 
enjoyed the support of our YPS families over the 
course of school learning, home learning and even a 
forced COVID shut down in the mix. It was certainly an 
eventful year. I am so proud of each and every student 
at our school they have all made progress, some have 
realised their special super power and some are still 
energetically looking for theirs. Remember everybody is 
good at something we just have to find our THING! 

 Thanks to the teachers and support staff that have 
worked tirelessly to keep school a safe and caring 
space for what has been a very scary community 
space. Congratulations to our year 6 graduates we 
know you are ready and prepared for the next big      
adventure in your lives but we hope you will forever 
have the love of  YPS in your hearts.  

We look forward to our new Kindergarten students in 
2022, I know their buddies are excited to meet them 
and get to know them properly next year.  

Have a wonderful Christmas and New Year and        
recognise and be grateful for all we have.  

Stay safe, see you soon  

Michelle Fahey  



Principal Awards 

 

Hael-Nova Green 

Hael has improved greatly this last term including his motivation to learn and wiliness to 
have a go at tasks given. He works hard to complete all tasks given, ensuring this           
bookwork is very neat and tidy.  Kael has a curious mind, a big smile and bubbly               
personality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freya Clarke 

Freya is a very friendly and considerate student.  She is always thinking of others, including 
her peers and teachers.  She shows compassion and is always helpful.  She is a reliable 
and trustworthy.  She always has a go at school activities, even when she finds them     
challenging. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Student Reports  

Student reports went out on Friday afternoon, Year 5 and 6 will get their reports on Monday as 
we didn’t want to send them home with wet children. I know that parents have contacted      
families to chat about reports with some parents. We are not holding parent’s teacher interviews 
this year as we spoke often to families in the lockdown period but if you would like to arrange a 
phone call with teachers please call the office and we will try to organise in the 4 days we have 
left. Any reports still at school by Thursday will be sent out by mail.  

 

Coffee Fairy   

A huge shout out to Deb Power and her family for her thoughtful gesture             
of buying the entire staff a coffee last Friday. It was much appreciated, you      
obviously know teacher’s fuel is coffee.  

 

Thanks for the very kind gesture we are grateful for your thoughtfulness.  

 

 

Year 6 Graduation Ceremony  

 

Thursday afternoon will see us hold our Graduation ceremony for our Year 6 students. This 
will be held at school as is tradition. We will have videos and slideshows that are part of the 
afternoon’s events. We will also end the afternoon with the traditional bell ringing.  

Due to COVID restrictions, this event can only happen with strict protocols in place. There 
can only be 2 invited guests per Year 6 student. No siblings of students allowed unless they 
are also in Stage 3 at our school. Parents must QR code in and show a staff member a  
vaccination certificate. Please enter the school either by the front or back gate to show 
staff this documentation. Please remember physical distancing and do not come if you are 
unwell on the day. We are going to Zoom the event so that families that are unable to come 
to school can watch the ceremony. Please call the school if you would like a Zoom invitation 
and we will send one out.  

For the safety of our students please take particular note of these requirements. They are 
the Department of Education requirements and will be enforced as the majority of all our    
students are unvaccinated and vulnerable. 

 I have been advised by the Department of Education that even though many community   
restrictions will be relaxed on the 15th December, nothing will change on Department of    
Education premises this school year. So the restrictions we have now will be the same until 
Friday 17th December. We look forward to seeing those parents that are able to attend on 
Thursday afternoon.  



Christmas Card Award  

Congratulation to Rose Ryan, last Friday we found out that Rose was awarded the runner up 
in the Christmas Card design for Wendy Tuckerman, our member of state parliament for 
Goulburn. Rose was presented with a beautiful certificate and a Christmas card featuring her 
design on the inside cover. We were all very proud Rose, Well done.  

SRC Report 

With the school term and another year coming to an end, we would like to thank our Yass Public SRC 
representatives for their hard work. Despite COVID regulations and home learning interrupting our 
plans, we have been very proud of the dedication and leadership shown by students in representing 
their class. Congratulations everyone! 

Our Return and Earn total for this year is $834.70. Once again, we would like to thank all the families for 
helping us reach this total with their donations.  

Mrs Phillips and Ms Heffernan 

SRC News 

A huge shout out to Suse Longley and Anzac for their help this year with the recyciling of our 
10 cent containers.  We have packaged them up here at school and the Longley Family have 
painstakingly put them through the scanners at the Woolies Recycling plant. 

 

I know it is not a great job, but I really appreciate it and so do the other teachers at school.  
This used to be our job, but you have freed up some time that we can go to spend with our 
families.  It is a really big thing when you give us some time.  SO BIG THANKS! 

Are there any parents out there that might be able to do this job next year for us as Anzac 
leaves us this year. 

 

Please contact the school if you think you could next year.  We are doing it once a fortnight. 



Class Awards  

We held our class award ceremony on Monday last week. Each class teacher handed out 
awards for the students that made their mark in that subject area. It was a great ceremony 
and we were able to share it with their stage class. Unfortunately parents were only able to 
watch the videos on the P & C Facebook page later in the day. I can see many parents and 
friends have already been on to view their child’s class. Congratulations to all the students 
that won a book awards and to also all students at YPS for trying their best every day.    
Everyone shines in their own way. 

Early Stage One 



Class Awards  

Stage 1 

 



Class Awards  

Stage 2 

 



Class Awards  

Stage 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stage 3 

 



Class Awards  

Stage 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Speaking Awards 

 

 

 

 

John Ford Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Yazza Morning Tea Winners  

Today we are having a very special invitational morning tea. 14 students, one from each 
class will join Mrs Fahey. They will be dining on hot chocolate and designing/decorating a 
donut and then eating the beautiful creations. Your invitation was extended to you on Friday          
because you were the highest YAZZA scorer in your class. I know everyone is very excited 
about the experience.  



2021 NAIDOC Celebrations 

On Tuesday afternoon, Yass Public School will be celebrating NAIDOC and the 2021 theme of 
Heal Country. 

Schools in the Binit Binit Learning community usually celebrate NAIDOC toward the end of 
Term 3. Unfortunately, due to Learning at Home, this was not possible this year. 

Here at Yass Public, we are having a NAIDOC fun afternoon to celebrate this very important 
event. Students will be participating in their stage cohorts, taking part in various activities that 
develop awareness and understanding of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture and the 
way that our First Nations People have lived on and with the land for the past 60 000 years; 
taking only what they needed and using sustainable practices to ensure the preservation of our 
country. 

Hard Quiz 

Thursday morning 4 Teams from Stage 3 will battle it out to win the final Hard Quiz Mug for 
2021.  This year we have had 2 Hard Quiz battles with Year 5  winning in Term 1 and Year 6 
Boys winning in Term 2.  Unfortunately, we were unable to host a battle in Term 3.  So, it is on 
to find this terms hard quiz Champion for Term 4.  Just like the show contestants have chosen 
their expert subject and the subjects are diverse.  Will it be the Year 6 Boys on State of 
Origin, or Year 5 Girls on Mauritius, or Year 5 Boys on NRL or the Year 6 Girls on Finding 
Nemo? 

Teams will play rounds on their expert subject, then Mrs Fahey’s round,  

a people round and then the final Hard Quiz count down of the last two  

remaining teams.                                        

 

So come on YPS—It’s time to play HARD on Thursday. 

Teacher’s Strike 

 

Last Tuesday, NSW teacher’s held a stop work strike for the day.  This strike was to demand 

the Government to understand the issues being raised by our schools:  the increased working 

hours and conditions that our teachers are facing on a day to day basis; the need for a salary 

increase to reflect our professional role and working conditions; and to recognise the shortages 

of teachers across the State.  No agreement has been reached between the Department of   

Education and NSW Federation at this stage. Thank you to all the families that kept their      

children home for the day.  We appreciate your support and understanding. 

Ali Brown, Yass Public School, Union Representative. 



Ash Piper—Thank You 

 

 

Dear YPS Family, 

When I was offered a teaching position at YPS, I had never even heard of Yass and had no 

idea what life would be like but I jumped at the opportunity, saying “YASS!” to Yass! I was  

eager to start my next chapter as a teacher. When I arrived, everyone was immediately     

welcoming and I knew I was right where I was meant to be. Though it did take this coastal girl 

a bit to get used to the country kids’ news stories of pig hunting on the farm, winter chilblains 

and kangaroos jumping across the road. Over the last 4 years, I’ve been very privileged to 

teach over 100 students at YPS and work with many families to give your children the best 

learning opportunities I can. I am so grateful to all parents and carers for their ongoing       

support and encouragement throughout this time. Thank you for your involvement and     

commitment to our school. The last couple of years have undoubtedly been challenging at 

times but they have cemented the wonderful partnership that exists between teachers and 

parents when it comes to children’s education. I feel honoured to have worked with so many 

YPS families and to have helped your children grow. As I take leave for next year, I will no 

doubt miss our beautiful YPS community but I look forward to spending more time with my 

own family. I wish you all a relaxing, well-deserved break and a new year full of peace, love 

and happiness. 

 

With much love, 

Miss Piper 

Year 6 Fun Day 

In light of the fact that our Year 6 students have not been able to attend camp for the past 2 

years, the Stage 3 teachers thought it would be nice to mark the end of their primary       

schooling with a ‘Fun Day’. The event was held last Friday and, despite the weather being 

against us, was a roaring success. Students started the day with some fun provided by 

“Inflatables R Us”, which included a mechanical bull, bungy run, inflatable twister, jumping 

castle and sumo wrestling ring. After an hour and a half the students (and teachers!) enjoyed 

a short recess break before testing their knowledge in a school-based trivia game. Next came 

an “Amazing Race” that involved teams of students running between most of the staff in the 

school to decode clues, perform tasks and solve a puzzle. The prize of a block of chocolate 

each made the students very competitive!! The rain prevented us from going to Riverbank 

Park for lunch, but Year 6 students still enjoyed a pizza lunch before taking on Year 5 in a  

giant water fight. Every student that we spoke to enjoyed the day and the variety of activities 

catered to every child. A huge thank you to all of the staff that helped make the day possible 

and to Year 6 for their enthusiastic and respectful participation. 

 

Stage 3 Teachers 



Fairytales in KA 

This term Kindergarten have been exploring Fairytales.  Last week KA read “Jack in the 
Beanstalk”.  We discussed and wrote about what they would do if they had to climb the 
beanstalk, and what they would find once they got to the top.  Here is some of our art from 
that story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  



 

Writing Awards – Kindergarten 

 

This term two students were chosen for great improvement in Writing.                               

Our award winners were: 

KA:  Kai Neuhaus and Erin Deery 

KM:  Billy Curtis and Brax Dunley 

KB:  Annabelle Jones and Mia Westaway  

PSSA sports 2022 
 

We are well underway in planning events for 2022. Hopefully we will have a COVID free year 
and be able to offer our full calendar of events.  
Interested students will receive notes this week to express their interest in trialling for various 
sports. These opportunities are for South Coast Representative level sports and are not     
suitable for everyone. If you are unsure whether your child should trial, please come, and 
have a chat, or give me a call.  
 
Yass District PSSA now have a website which will go live on Friday 17th December. Please 
don’t hesitate to check it out, it includes a calendar, information, and resources. We will      
update this website throughout the year, including if carnival or trials are cancelled,          
postponed, or changed. Again, if you have any questions, or are unsure, please come and 
have a chat,  or give me a call.  
 
http://yass.primarysport.com.au/ 

http://yass.primarysport.com.au/


 Premier’s Reading Challenge Awards 

 



Gecko Sports 
 

Massive Thank you to Geoff from Gecko Sports. He came to our school over the last 2 
terms to deliver explicit coaching and sporting opportunities to our students. Even though 
we had to break for COVID-Home learning and improvise due to the wet weather, Geoff 
always engaged our students. As a result they learnt and explored new skills and sports. 
The infants developed skills in touch and tag football while Stage 2 was engaged with     
Volleyball. The change of not catching the ball was a difficult one to grasp. Stage 3 worked 
on Lacrosse which was fun for everyone. Geoff has a wealth of sport knowledge and I   
cannot thank him enough for what he and his team offer to our students learning.  
These opportunities are free to our student and made possible by Sporting Schools and      
the grant money that we receive through their programs.  
 
 
Thanks again,  
Geoff and Scott.  
We will get you back soon. 



Gecko Sports 
 

 



Stage 3  Assembly Merit Awards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stage 2  Assembly Merit Awards 

 



PBL News 

 

Wow! The end of the year is almost here!  

It has been a very successful year for PBL across our school. We had new signage made 

and installed around the school grounds. Each sign states the behaviour expectations for 

that area of the school. We introduced new Yazzas, Golden Yazzas and the fortnightly    

behaviour focus. We developed new playground rules, had student input into prizes and 

reward days and celebrated student achievement throughout the whole year.  

Our last stage assemblies for the year were held on Friday.  

Congratulations to these Golden Yazza winners.  

Early Stage 1: Annabelle Tobin and Tess Coulton 

Stage 1: Cohen Okkonen, Indiana Denaro and Daria Johnston 

Stage 2: Mason Lane and Maddison Miners 

Stage 3: Lachlan Howlett and Alexis Csiszar 

 

We also had a number of First Level prize winners which are shown in the photos.         

Congratulations to Lizzie Scarlett for reaching the Second Level prize. A super effort!  

 

To celebrate their fabulous effort in demonstrating our school expectations of Respect,    

Responsibility and Participation, 14 very lucky students are having morning tea with        

Mrs Fahey. They will be having hot chocolates, decorating their own donuts and having a     

special time together. These students were the highest Yazza earners for the whole year 

from each class. Well done to you all! We are very proud of you! 

KA – Yug Khurana    KM – Moana Turton 

K/1B – Ella Sheffield   1/2H – Violet Cook 

1/2P – Cruz Dunley    1/2V – Eleanor Hickey 

1/2W – Yashui Khurana   3/4B – Amaya Sainsbury 

3/4D – Rose Ryan    3/4P – Lizzie Scarlett 

3/4Q – Bronte Brown    5/6A – Caillen Faulkner 

5/6B – Jayde Forth    5/6S – Rachael Barlow 

 

Lastly, a BIG THANK YOU to all the staff for your ongoing support, commitment and      

celebration of all things PBL. Looking forward to more fun together in 2022 and continuing 

to make YPS the best it can be! 

Happy Holidays, 

Danielle Doyle 

PBL Coordinator 



Stage 3 PBL Awards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Stage 1 PBL Awards 



Gold  Yazza Awards 

 

Stage 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stage 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stage 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Stage 1 



Disco PBL Reward 

Last Wednesday and Thursday Yass Public School students were rewarded for their great    

behaviour with an in-school disco. Each stage participated in their own disco and enjoyed the 

use of the Yass Public School Disco Ball. Students enjoyed playing musical statues and    

bending over backwards to stay under the limbo bar. Mrs Sharp brought the moves by    

demonstrating how to do the ‘sprinkler’ while Mr Wills brought the beats. Stage 2 had a ‘dance 

off’ and Mrs Doyle rocked the Nutbush. Everyone was able to cool down afterwards with an   

icy cold zooper dooper. Thank you to all our hard-working teachers for making the disco such  

a fun time for our students, it is greatly appreciated.  

The PBL Team 

Library News 

Summer Reading 

 

Students should keep reading for at least 15 minutes a day over the school holidays to set 
themselves up for a great start to the new school year. It will keep their brains active,      
develop overall reading skills and their love of reading. 

  
Happy summer reading! 

 

 

 

PRC 

 

Well done to those students who successfully completed the Premiers Reading Challenge 
(PRC) of 2021. Students received their certificates last week. With what has been a year 
full of changes and challenges it’s been wonderful to see YPS students continue to read 
and meet the set challenge. Congratulations to the following student on their PRC   
achievements -   

 

Max Lyall 1/2P receiving a gold award in the PRC 

 

Overdue Books 

 

Multiple notices have been sent home to those students with overdue library books over 
the last 2 weeks. Please return your library books to the library. If books are lost the book 
will need to be replaced or paid for. If you have any concerns or questions please don’t 
hesitate to contact Mrs Smith or Mrs Hopley. 

 

Continue to read, continue to grow YPS!  

Mrs Smith and Mrs Hopley 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


