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          Term 2 
 
26 May - Sorry Day 
 
27 May to 3 June -

Reconciliation Week 

28th May, 4 & 11 June - 

123 Magic  

 

Principal’s Report 

Well we have just finished week 5 and just like that, half of the second term 

is finished. It has been great to see some parents back in the school 

whether it is for classroom helpers or sports helpers, we are most grateful 

for your help and support. A special call out to Maggie who drops fruit into 

our school every week for those students who need a piece at school. We 

really appreciate your gesture and I know our students do also.  

Congratulations to the students that represented our school at the district 

cross country carnival at Gunning. We had 65 students attend the carnival 

and 8 students were successful in moving through to the regional level 

carnival. This will be held at Cambewarra  on Friday 11th June.  We wish 

them good luck and hope they enjoy the experience of representing our 

Yass District.  Our students are all learning and practicing all our track and 

field events in sport each week. Our school carnival is Wednesday 16th June. 

We will also need lots of parent helpers for that carnival. 

Thanks to Mrs Sharp for coordinating the NAPLAN experience this year, we 

have a wrap on that. Thanks to the stage 2 team that helped get the reading 

area ready for its make over last Friday. We had a team of young people 

come from the Baptist church to work on painting and decorating the new 

reading area. We will soon have the great reveal. Thanks Nick Barber for 

organising the team.  

Life is like a camera. 

Just focus on what’s important. Capture the good times develop 

from the negatives and if things don’t work out….. Just take 

another shot.  

 

Kind regards,  

Michelle Fahey 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Mrs Michelle Fahey, Principal 

Yass Public School 

Laidlaw St, YASS  NSW  2582 

Ph:  6226 1017 

E:     yass-

p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

W:   yass-p.school.nsw.edu.au  

Yass Public acknowledges that our school stands on Ngunnawal Country and we pay our respects to the    
traditional custodians of this beautiful land on which we live, work and play. 



Principals Awards 

 

Lucy Hanks 

Lucy is a kind and caring member of KM.  She loves learning and always tries her best.  She is happy 

to help other students with their work and is considerate of others.  She has made a wonderful start 

to Kindergarten and it is a delight to have her in our class. 

 

Sophie McColl 

Sophie displays a happy and positive attitude to school life.  She is very respectful and cooperative.  

Sophie works well independently and is able to ignore distractions.  She is a reliable student who   

applies herself to all KLA’s. 

 

Jarvis Cross 

Jarvis is a happy and friendly member of Stage 2.  He tries his best in everything he does, inside and 

outside of the classroom.  He is a confident and capable reader and is achieving impressive results    

in spelling and weekly dictation.  He takes on board teacher feedback and always strives to be            

successful.  He relates well to other and is a kind, fun friend.  Jarvis is a pleasure to have at YPS! 

 



Assessments and Half Yearly Reports  

Students are being assessed in class over the next few weeks, so it is really important that they are 

attending school every day. Teachers are writing and reading student reports over the next 3 weeks.    

Student reports will be sent home in the last week of this term. 

P & C meeting  

We are trailing our new time for our P & C meeting this week. We are hoping to get a few more         

people to our meeting by making it earlier in the day, especially when it is so cold to come out at night. 

So please stay after you pick up the children from school on Friday 28th May at 3.30. We will try to keep 

it quick. 

It is a great way to hear what is going on in the school. 

A call out for help with our 10 cent Containers  

We would love a family (or two) to help us with a project. We would like them to take on the        

depositing of our 10 cent containers into the Woollies recycling depot. We collect them all week on 

the playground but it is challenging to find the time to take them up and feed them through the         

machine. We use the money to pay for our sponsor child so it is really important that the project 

continues at school as it has two-fold benefits in that we are recycling and supporting a child      

overseas with their education and   general quality of life. If you feel that this could be a way you 

could help our school and especially SRC and Mrs Barlow could you please contact the school. 

 

 



Staff Training 

Last Wednesday YPS staff participated in Welcome to and Acknowledgement of Country                 

professional learning which was designed to support staff in understanding Aboriginal cultural      

protocols of Country. The training session was run by Mr Alfie Walker, a Department of Education 

Aboriginal Community Liaison Officer and provided staff with awareness, understanding and respect 

for     Country to enable them to confidently acknowledge Country. It also developed their               

understanding of cultural practices, significance of and differences between a Welcome to and 

Acknowledgement of Country. Participants were provided with guidance in creating personal 

Acknowledgements of Country, and over the coming weeks will be working with classes to create 

their own. 

 

 

PSSA Touch Trials Representatives 

 



Reading Lounge – Stage 2  

The Reading Lounge has had a massive makeover thanks to the Baptist Church and their               

volunteers. The Stage 2 teachers designed the area and the kind volunteers made our ideas come 

to life. We are in the process of finalising the details of a few characters before officially opening it 

up to the students later this week.  

Thanks to Nick Barber for organising the Baptist Church helpers and to the helpers themselves.   

Also, to the artistic skills of Mrs Phillips, sign writing by Mrs Doyle and the endless late night spent 

completing the project. Next time you come to school, check it out. A formally unused hallway can 

be a fantastic getaway for students to explore the world of books. 
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Stage 3 Reward Session 

Last Wednesday Stage 3 took time out of their busy days to recognise and reward the behaviour of 

students. At the start of the term the Stage 3 teachers set some expectations around acceptable   

conduct, which included a minimum number of ‘steps’ students should be on within the first 5 

weeks. Eligible students were able to choose from either a cooking class with Mrs Barlow, an art    

activity with Mrs Andrews, or computer time with Mrs Fahey and Mrs Webeck. The 30-minute re-

ward session was very successful, especially with the students that got to make chocolate truffles! 

Step counts have now been reset so that all students are eligible to attend the Week 10 reward ses-

sion    if they meet the criteria.  

PBL in 5/6B 

Well done to all of the students in 5/6B who received PBL awards last Friday. 



National Walk Safely to School Day 

On Friday 14th of May our school participated in National Walk Safely to School Day. Now in its 22nd 

year this nationwide community event seeks to promote road safety, health, public transport and 

the environment. We had approximately 100 students join with staff and parents to walk safely to 

school. On arrival students enjoyed a warm breakfast and had the exciting opportunity to get a 

Walk Safely to School temporary tattoo.   

 

 



Introducing Miss Mitchell in 5/6B 

 

My name is Bridget Mitchell, I am a pre-service 
 teacher from the University of Canberra and  
am completing my final 6-week placement here 
 at YPS with 5/6B. Born and bred in Yass, and a  
YPS Alumni, it is an absolute pleasure to be  
completing my placement in my hometown.  
Some things about myself include: 

 

Studying: Bachelor of Primary Education with a  
speciality in Creative Arts 
 
Why: I found my passion for teaching whilst I  
spent 2 years working in a summer camp in the USA. 
 
Passions and interests: Drama and performing arts, reading, travelling. You will often find me 
In a Pilates studio, participating in park run, socialising with friends and family or indulging in   
Delicious food and coffee at our local cafes here in Yass. 

 

I look forward to getting to know all the students, teachers, and the community here at Yass Public 
School. 

SRC Report 

 

Last week’s SRC meeting was a little different. Students met at the cricket nets near the vegetable 
gardens to talk about the chicken coop. They have worked out a rough plan of how it will work, and 
Mrs Barlow and Mrs Phillips are researching designs to get a list of materials needed. Word is getting 
out that the SRC are working on this project, and we have been amazed by the offers from               
community members to help out. When we get closer to needing assistance, we will let everyone 
know what can be done. 

Our return and earn total for this year is $366.70. Our available funds at the moment are $1576.70.  
Much of this has been allocated to buying new water filters and the chicken coop. We would like to 
thank Mrs Sharp, Mrs Curtis, the Banfield family and the Neuhaus family for helping us reach this  
total with their donations. 



PBL News 

 

The next whole school reward target has been set as 35 000 Yazzas!  As of last Friday, students 

have earnt almost 18 000 Yazzas. Last week, each student was given the chance to vote for what 

they would like the next PBL whole school reward to be. The votes were counted and they were 

quite close! The most voted reward was Big Games Day! Students will get to enjoy this reward 

when the target has been reached.  

Golden Yazza winners from Friday’s assembly were : 

Annabel Henderson 1/2P, 

Jade Reid 1/2P, 

Jack Hanks 3/4P 

 Mekari Wallace 3/4P   

Flynn Pack 5/6A.  

We hope you enjoy playing with your new handball! 

The Fortnightly Focus for Weeks 5 and 6 is ‘Respecting Property’. In their classrooms, students will 

be discussing how we care for our belongings, how we care for other people’s things, using      

property for how it is intended and returning borrowed equipment. 

 

Keep up the great effort YPS! 

Danielle Doyle 

(PBL Coordinator) 



Busy beavers in 1/2P! 

1/2P have been working really hard this semester! Each week we’ve been learning how to show 

our school values of respect, responsibility and participation. See the photo of our latest PBL award 

recipients below. We’ve also been learning about Aboriginal perspectives in each subject. This term 

we’ve learnt about the concept of ‘Country’ from Aboriginal perspectives and developed our own 

class Acknowledgement of Country, which you can read below. Mel Hicks, local Ngunnawal           

woman, visited Stage 1 in Week 4 and taught us about the ways the local Ngunnawal people                    

traditionally used plants and animals on Ngunnawal Country. Did you know that they used plants 

and animals for food, medicine, clothing, shelter, rope, tools and fire? They were also great at        

using the different parts of plants and animals to the fullest degree, which minimised waste. We 

thank Mel for sharing her knowledge with us. 1/2P have also enjoyed reading books by Aboriginal 

authors and love seeing pictures by Aboriginal illustrators. Some of our favourite authors and         

illustrators are Bronwyn Bancroft, Aunty Fay Muir, Aunty Joy Murphy and Lisa Kennedy. We like 

learning how Aboriginal artists may use symbols in their art with different meanings. This week we 

are excited to learn more about Sorry Day, the National Day of Healing, and ways we can act to 

promote reconciliation. 

~1/2P’s Acknowledgement of Country ~ 

1/2P would like to acknowledge the Ngunnawal people who are the traditional custodians of the land, water 

and sky where we learn today. We show respect to Ngunnawal Elders of the past, today and the future, as 

well as all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. We promise to care for country and listen, learn and 

share with you. 



  



 



 

Library News 

Book Club No 4 2021 

 

The closing date for issue number 4 of Book Club is Monday 14th June, 2021.  

To ease the ordering workload by the school, this term we are only offering online payments for 

Scholastic Book Club. Please do not send cash payments for Book Club to the school. Credit card 

payments can be made online using the Book Club LOOP link below. The process is easy and 

straight forward. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Should you have any problems with the process please do not hesitate to contact the librarians, 

Ashleigh Hopley or Kirsty Smith. 

 

 



 

YPS Reading Tree 

This term Yass Public School unveiled the school’s reading tree within the library. The reading tree 

acts as a visual aide to inspire, engage and generate an interest in reading within our YPS students. 

We’re half way through the term and look at how full our reading tree is looking!  

Well done YPS.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Reading YPS! 

Mrs Smith and Mrs Hopley 



 



 

 



 



 



 

This Year School Banking day will be on Wednesdays. Please make sure your child 

brings their book to school on this day. It will then be returned to your child on       

Friday.  

Please note that during COVID-19, the Dollarmites Tokens will not be issued.       

However, the Tokens are being kept up to date in the Banking system so when a re-

ward is due you will be notified.  

Happy banking everyone in 2021!  

Yass Public acknowledges that our school stands on Ngunnawal Country and we pay our respects to the    
traditional custodians of this beautiful land on which we live, work and play. 


